


POLICY

The Queensland Opposition’s SEQ water strategy

Water Innovation Fund

We believe in rewarding innovation. Businesses,
community groups and developers that aim to reduce
their use of government produced potable water by
installing rain and stormwater harvesting schemes on
their properties should be encouraged to make these
plans a reality.

A Water Innovation Fund will be created to aid
research and development, feasibility studies and the
implementation of water harvesting schemes for large
scale developments. This fund will be available state
wide.

the rebate process to ensure people receive their money
in a timely, straightforward manner.

Bribie Island Desalination Plant

South East Queensland’s water supplies need to be
climate independent, safe from future drought and
climate change, and desalination is the best way to
achieve this goal.

Numerous critical factors must be considered when
selecting an appropriate site for a desalination plant,
including water quality, water depth, tidal flows,
proximity to residential areas and distance to large

population pockets. Several sites were considered by
The Eco Home Scheme the State Opposition, but Bribie Island was the one
location that clearly met all the right criteria.
One of the most underutilised pieces of infrastructure in

Queensland is every roof top. The Bribie Island desalination plant will be built
on 10 hectares of secluded Government owned
The amount of rainfall in the South East would be more land, predominantly using existing easements. lts
than enough to supply the region’s water needs if every environmental impacts will be minimal, with intake
drop could be caught. While this is not possible, more and outtake tunnels running into Moreton Bay’s deep
rooftops can be used to capture more rainfall. shipping channels. Built according to world’s best
practice, it will run on 100% renewable energy and
The Eco Home scheme will be an ongoing program be subject to an environmental impact statement and
as part of the Water Innovation Fund. Homeowners continual environmental testing, with results listed on the
will be offered rebates to not only install water tanks internet to provide greater public accountability.
but maximise rain runoff from roofs though approved
technologies, which also divert water directly from tanks Several possible sites for the plant have been identified,
info the home's internal plumbing system. but the actual location will be decided following
extensive consultation with community, environmental
This scheme can conservatively produce approximately and professional groups, as we work in conjunction to
60,000ML/annum as it is progressively implemented, identify the best option.
which is only 8,000ML less than the Gold Coast's
current annual demand level. Schemes that are The plant will initially be built to provide 125 ML/
implemented in such a planned, timely way are more day, but its modular design will allow it to expand to a
cost effective for the Government and tax payer. maximum capacity of 250 ML/day, which will not be

needed until approximately 2035.
Rebates will still be offered to existing dwellings for

other water saving devices, such as dual-flush toilets Water is heavy and expensive to pump long distances
and AAA rated shower heads. It will be compulsory for through pipelines. Energy and money will be saved by
all new developments to install such devices, rainwater placing this new bulk water source as close as possible
tanks and rainfall maximisation technology during to the people who will use it. Bribie Island is part of the
construction if practical, with these rebates available for Moreton Bay Region, whose population requires larger
another five years. water supplies as it grows to half a million people by
2026. Water from the plant will connect to the Northern
We believe water saving should be encouraged, not Pipeline Interconnector Stage 1, which is currently under
complicated by layers of red tape. So we will simplify construction to connect Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast.
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Bribie Island Groundwater Project

This policy abandons the Government'’s plans to place
water gathered from the Bribie Island aquifers into the
water grid. The Government’s plan makes Bribie’s water
table vulnerable to salt water incursions, endangering
the island’s RAMSAR listed wetlands. Our policy will
take a much smaller supply of water from the aquifers
and will keep this water on Bribie to be used by Bribie.

Western Corridor Recycled Water Scheme

The Bribie Island desalination plant will provide ample
potable water for the South East, allowing the water
produced from the recycling scheme to be directed
towards power stations, irrigators and industry. Recycled
water used for these purposes does not require such
high levels of treatment as potable water, saving energy,
greenhouse gas emissions and money. Our policy is

that recycled water should only be placed into drinking
supplies as an absolute last resort.

Toowoomba’s Water Supply

Toowoomba’s water supply will be supplemented via the
proposed pipeline from Wivenhoe Dam.

Northern Pipeline Interconnector Stage 1

The NPI Stage 1 is currently under construction,
connecting the Sunshine Coast’s main dam with the
water grid. Under the ClimateProof policy two-way
pumping facilities will be installed to move water from
the desalination plant either south to Brisbane, north to
the Sunshine Coast or through the Moreton Bay Region.

Water Education

Water conservation education campaigns will be rolled
out state-wide as part of an ongoing commitment to
water education. In the South East the message will
particularly focus on the enormous potential rainwater
tanks have to capture large amounts of water and how
this supply can be safely and more effectively used
around the home.

Investigation of stormwater harvesting schemes
The construction of one large scale desalination plant

will guarantee SEQ's water supplies. This will then allow
the time needed to properly develop more cost effective

large scale community stormwater harvesting schemes.
Billions of litres of rain water are lost by flowing out to
the ocean every year. Capturing a percentage of this
will provide a significant source of potable water.

Borumba Dam

The raising of Borumba Dam will be investigated if
additional supplies are needed post 2035.

Scrapping Traveston Crossing Dam

Plans for Traveston Crossing Dam and its dependant
Northern Pipeline Interconnector Stage 2 will be
scrapped under the ClimateProof SEQ Water Policy.
This disastrous dam has been passionately opposed
for two years, with communities, environmentalists
and industry expressing legitimate concerns over its
impacts. Environmentally and socially damaging, this
dam will cost the dairyindustry $2.12 billion over a 50 year
period, and impact the $150 million local fishing industry.
Under the ClimateProof policy to scrap the dam, there
would be no need to build the dependant NPI Stage 2,
saving $400 million in additional capital costs.

Creating Ample Water Supplies in Time

Australia is not a developing nation and Queenslanders
should not have to endure substandard living conditions.
Avoidable harsh water restrictions are simply not
acceptable in this prosperous state and this water
policy will alleviate the need for such restrictions by
immediately building the Bribie Island desalination
plant. The focus will then turn to the Eco Home scheme
which will allow the South East to remain comfortably
above growth and drought buffer levels, a standard not
afforded by the Government’s water strategy. Stage two
of the Bribie Island desalination plant will then be built
around 2035, increasing production levels from 125ML/
day up to 250ML/day.

Below is a timeline comparing the proposed introduction
of water supplies by both the Government and the
Opposition (shadowed items represent projects currently
under development). The ClimateProof policy is the only
plan that will achieve water security, with high drought
buffer levels, through wider implementation of rain and
stormwater harvesting, supplemented by desalination.
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ClimateProof Policy

2008
Tugun desalination plant comes online

Western Corridor Recycled Project 2010

Water Innovation Found, including

Eco Home scheme, introduced
Bribie Island Desalination Stage 1 2012
2014
Hinze Dam Stage 3 / Wyaralong Dam 2016
2018
2020
(Eco Home scheme 2022

and Water Innovation Fund

continuing throughout this time)
2024
2026
2028
2030
2032
2034
Bribie Island Desalination Stage 2

2036
2038
2040

Government Policy

Tugun desalination plant comes online

Western Corridor Recycled Project

Traveston Crossing Dam Stage 1/
Hinze Dam Stage 3 / Wyaralong Dam

A potable recycled water project

Another potable recycled water project

Traveston Crossing Dam Stage 2

A desalination plant

Borumba Dam Stage 3
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