


years. Creating bulk water supplies through desalination 
is the fastest way to ensure harsh water restrictions are 
removed, and the initial capital investment is more than 
$800 million less then building Traveston Crossing dam. 
The plant will be on secluded Government owned land, 
and will primarily use existing easements. 

Recycled water to provide industry and 
power stations

A desalination plant at Bribie Island will provide ample 
drinking water for the South East, allowing the output 
from the Western Corridor Recycled Water Project to be 
directed towards power stations, irrigators and industry. 
Recycled water for these purposes does not require such 
high levels of treatment as potable water, saving energy, 
greenhouse gas emissions and money. Our policy is that 
recycled water should only be placed into drinking water 
as an absolute last resort.  

A varied approach

This water policy will ensure that every corner of the 
south-east will be able to enjoy permanent water security. 
Other important initiatives will be introduced including:

•  Installing two-way pumping facilities on the Northern 
Interconnector Pipeline Stage 1, allowing water to be 
moved in both directions between Brisbane and the 
Sunshine Coast

•  Reducing the level of water drawn from the Bribie 
Aquifer Project, protecting the island’s environmental 
balance

•  Supplementing Toowoomba’s water supplies via the 
proposed pipeline from Wivenhoe Dam. 

Harsh water restrictions a thing of the past

Australia is not a developing nation and Queenslanders 
should not have to endure substandard living conditions. 

Avoidable harsh water restrictions are simply not 
acceptable in this prosperous state and this water policy 
will alleviate the need for such restrictions by immediately 
building the Bribie Island desalination plant. The focus 
will then turn to greater rain and storm water harvesting 
innovation which will allow the south-east to remain 
comfortably above growth and drought buffer levels. 
Stage 2 of the Bribie Island desalination plant will be built 
around 2035, increasing production levels from 125ML/
day to up to 250ML/day.

Queensland’s biggest environmental win

The environment wins under the ClimateProof SEQ Water 
Policy, which abandons plans for Traveston Crossing 
Dam and its dependant pipeline, the Northern Pipeline 
Interconnector Stage 2. This dam has been heavily 
condemned by environmental and community groups on 
the grounds of threatening endangered species, damaging 
prime agricultural land, and affecting downstream 
industries. Traveston Crossing Dam would be built on a 
shallow site, subject to high evaporation and seepage. 
Under the ClimateProof policy, the dam’s water output 
will be replaced by the Bribie Island desalination plant 
and better water management, a decision supported by 
environmental groups.  
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Harsh water restrictions will be abolished sooner under the 
ClimateProof SEQ Water Policy.

Need more information?

www.climateproof.com.au
Phone: (07) 3406 7997
Email: climateproof@opposition.qld.gov.au
Together, we’ll build a better Queensland
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